
The Challenge
Absolut Reality is the industrial design subsidiary of Havas
Advertising, the fourth largest global communications group
worldwide. Absolut Reality’s expertise includes conceptual,
design and pre-manufacturing development. Their understanding
of industrial issues and challenges has helped them become a
highly successful industrial design agency. Their expertise relies
on continuing to master and harness the power of industrial
design tools in the development process. 

Over time, Absolut Reality’s ongoing concerns included:

Continuing to offer customers unique expertise in industrial
design, including concept, design and development phases

Reducing lead time for industrial design projects

Increasing design creativity, while preserving design intent

The Solution
Absolut Reality selected thinkiD as their primary industrial design
tool, replacing Euclid, after evaluating thinkiD, ProE, Catia,
Unigraphics and Alias solutions. Using thinkiD enabled them to
work easily between 2D and 3D, furthering creative exploration
and eliminating potential production issues.

After implementing thinkiD, their designers reduced 3D modeling
lead time based on their customers’ 2D sketches. Thanks to GSM
(Global Shape Modeling), designers were able to make
modifications on the fly. Last-minute changes, whether ordered by
the customer or occurring in production, were better
accommodated with thinkiD’s end-to-end solution covering
surfacing and solids, modification, visualization and engineering.
Also, interaction improved between the design and production
teams, as manufacturing issues were addressed in the design
development process.

The Story
Absolut Reality focuses on industrial design for highly technical
markets including mobile phones, laptops, network equipment;
luxury products such as cosmetics; and transportation equipment
including airline interior design and railway exterior design.

With just 14 employees, and 1.5 millions euros in revenue for
2003, Absolut Reality’s products regularly receive prestigious

Key Results
Reduction of 50% to
60% of design lead time
Only five days of training
needed for design
team’s needs
Increased overall
customer satisfaction
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Customer Quote
“thinkiD, with its GSM
technology, enables us to
offer unique value to our
designers and customers.
Our goal is to focus on
manufacturing our clients’
products, from the concept
phase throughout the entire
design development
process. thinkiD makes this
possible, with no creative
constraints. Software no
longer limits our ideas and
creativity.” Alain Chevalet,
Technical Manager,
Absolut Reality.




